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Most important statements of honorable guests 
 

“[…]Offshore wind energy is a very important sector which can provide valuable support to our power industry. 

These days there are a lot of discussions on the direction of energy investments; they don’t only concern wind 

energy but the industry in general. Wind energy evokes both curiosity and controversies. It is necessary to take 

into account the interests of various groups, including all those who are exploring or want to explore the Baltic 

Sea: fishermen, exploration companies, […] and the tourism sector. Regardless of the fact that these interests 

differ and discussions are underway, offshore wind energy in Poland is indisputably an area that is worth a lot 

of attention.” 
 

 Bogdan Borusewicz, Marshal of the Senate  
 

“[…]As a minister responsible for Poland’s energy policy, I have to assess offshore wind energy through the 

perspective of the country’s energy security and economic competitiveness. It is worth noting that offshore wind 

energy is stable, makes use of domestic renewable energy sources and allows the technological sector to grow. 

Offshore wind energy should be supported by the new renewable energy support system which is being developed.  

The key issue, however, is to make sure that this segment’s growth does not affect household budgets and other 

branches of the industry. […] 

I am ready to discuss the position of offshore wind energy in Poland’s energy policy until 2050. […]” 

 

Tomasz Tomczykiewicz,  

State Secretary at the Ministry of Economy,  
               Letter to the organizers and participants, 

which was read out during the conference 

 

“[…]I think that the growth of offshore energy in Poland is going to happen. It’s not a question of whether it’s 

going to take place or not. It’s a question of how to do it right. […]” 

         

Maciej Grabowski, Minister of Environment 
 

”[…]Today we are learning that periods of validity [Ed. related to PSZW*] were not set adequately. The ministry 

rsponsible for maritime economy suggests that this issue ought to be regulated in the amendment to the Act on 

Marine Areas. I’m not saying “no” to this but the ensuing discussions would lead to a conclusion that the situation 

is so tense and important, and the validity periods are so tight, that it would be advisable to settle this small issue 

of those location of offshore wind farms [Ed. which have paid for PSZW] in the Act on Renewable Energy Sources.  

I think that if such opinions are voiced at this conference, Mr Olejniczak and I will go that way. […]” 

* permit(s) to erect and exploit artificial islands, installations and equipment in Polish maritime areas 

        Kazimierz Kleina, Senator 

 

”[…]There is a chance for some provisions which are very important from your point of view to be incorporated 

into the amendment to the Act on Renewable Energy Sources. The works are underway and I think that the 

Commission members will be eager to include provisions which you find crucial. […]” 

Cezary Olejniczak, Member of Parliament; 

member of the Extraordinary Commission for 

Energy and Energy Resources  

  



 

 

Organizers and Patrons 
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Foundation for Sustainable Energy 

 

 

 

 

Polish Wind Energy Association 

 

The conference was a follow-up of the following events: 

• First and second edition of Offshore Conference and Fairs held in Sopot (2012 & 2013) and organized by 

the Polish Wind Energy Association; and 

• First edition of the conference organized in Słupsk by the Foundation for Sustainable Energy in 2013 – 

“Offshore wind energy an opportunity for the development of maritime industry and coastal regions.” 
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Recap 

 

• Over 200 participants, including:  

o representatives of the government, parliament and local authorities 

o representatives of the fishing industry 

o representatives of the domestic offshore industry 

o national and international experts 

o domestic and international investors 

o representatives of NGOs 

• 2 days of presentations, 8 panel discussions and over 45 speakers 

• Official supper for 90 guests 

• Important statements made by politicians, investors and local authorities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

High political impact 

 

1. The following politicians joined the conference as speakers or participants: 

• Bogdan Borusewicz – Marshal of the Senate 

• Maciej Grabowski – Minister of Environment 

• Kazimierz Kleina – Senator 

• Cezary Olejniczak – Member of Parliament 

• Janusz Pilitowski – Director of the Renewable Energy Department at the Ministry of Economy 

• Wojciech Drożdż – Deputy Marshal of Zachodniopomorskie Voivodeship 

• Czesław Elzanowski – Member of the Board of Pomorskie Voivodeship 

• Arkadiusz Klimowicz – Mayor of Darłowo 

• Michał Kiełsznia – General Director for Environmental Protection 

• Hanna Dzikowska – Regional Director for Environmental Protection in Gdańsk 

• Tomasz Bobin – Director of the Maritime Office in Słupsk 

2. Since Tomasz Tomczykiewicz, State Secretary at the Ministry of Economy, could not attend the 

conference in person, his letter was read to organizers and participants. 

3. A press briefing was attended by Maciej Grabowski, Minister of Environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Extensive media coverage 

 

The conference was discussed in local and nationwide media, as well as at professional web portals:  

• Głos pomorza – Słupsk 

• www.cire.pl 

• www.biznespolska.pl 

• www.energetyka.wnp.pl  

• www.reo.pl  

• www.energetykon.pl  

• www.gramwzielone.pl  

• www.portalmorski.pl  

• www.gp24.pl 

• TVP Gdańsk - PANORAMA 

• TV Słupsk – Magazyn Obserwator 

• Polskie Radio Gdańsk 

• Polskie Radio Koszalin  

 

 

Media patrons: 

 

 



 

 

Key conclusions 

 

2 days of discussions led to the following conclusions which are crucial for the future of the Polish offshore wind 

energy sector: 

• The European Commission expects that until 2020 the total capacity of offshore wind farms will reach 43 

GW, which accounts for roughly 3% of the total energy consumption in the EU. Until 2030, the figure 

might rise to 150 GW. 

• Marshal of the Senate (Bogdan Borusewicz) and representatives of the government (Maciej Grabowski, 

Minister of Environment, and Tomasz Tomczykiewicz, State Secretary at the Ministry of Economy) 

consider offshore wind energy an important segment which stands a chance of contributing to the 

development of the maritime industry and coastal regions. According to investors, the first two offshore 

wind farm projects may generate profits of EUR 700-1,100m until 2026. EUR 90m is about to be spent 
each year for operational and maintenance purposes, incl. EUR 32m in salaries and wages. 

• In order for offshore wind farms to grow, it is necessary to reduce the costs and minimize the energy 

price rises resulting from the adoption of new technologies. Danish, German and British experts have 

indicated that until 2020 costs of this technology are likely to drop by over 30% and in 2030 it may 

compete against conventional energy sources. 

• Long-term development of offshore wind farms requires efficient cooperation of investors and the 

operator of the transmission network in order to build offshore transmission infrastructure, the so-called 

“Baltic Grid,” to which farms may be linked and which will allow connection with foreign systems. Experts 

have said that technological solutions are available already but there is a need for properly set objectives, 

accurate political decisions and successful cooperation. 

• Construction of offshore wind farms makes it necessary to reconcile the interests of existing and new sea 

users, incl. fishermen and companies which search and explore hydrocarbon deposits. The OWF investors 

have declared their intent to seek a consensus with fishermen and exploration companies. 



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – POLITICS 

OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY IN THE ENERGY POLICY OF POLAND AND THE EU 

 

Speakers 

• Polish Wind Energy Association – Wojciech Cetnarski, President (MODERATOR) 

• Ministry of Environment – Maciej Grabowski, Minister  

• Ministry of Economy – Janusz Pilitowski, Director of the Renewable Energy Department 

• PGE Energia Odnawialna S.A. – Maciej Górski, President 

• Foundation for Sustainable Energy – Maciej Stryjecki, President 

• Polish Offshore Wind Energy Society – Mariusz Witoński, President 

• Siemens Wind Power A/S – Jesper Nielsen, Sales Director – Offshore 

• Prognos AG – Frank Peter, Director 

• EY – Aleksander Gabryś, Senior Manager 

 

Conclusions 

1. It is necessary to unify the provisions of key legal regulations which influence the development of offshore 

wind farms (OWFs). Lack of this adjustment may hamper the growth of the offshore energy sector. OWFs 

have no chance to compete against other renewable energy sources at the early stage of operation if the 

sole criterion we apply is the price per 1 MWh. Such an approach (i.e. direct comparison to more mature 

renewable energy technologies which were growing under more favorable market conditions) would 

block the possibility to get support and hinder this sector’s growth in Poland. 

2. The Act on Marine Areas stipulates that a construction permit for an OWF should be issued within 6 years 

of the date of a permit to erect and exploit artificial islands. Under unusual circumstances, this can be 

extended by up to 2 years. It is necessary to extend the deadline until which an investor is obliged to 

obtain a construction permit for an OWF from 6 to 16 years. 

3. The current draft version of the Polish Energy Policy until 2050 (PEP 2050) does not take into account 

Poland’s potential related to OWFs, which is vast according to an analysis carried out by the Strategic 

Analyses Department at the Chancellery of the Prime Minister (KPRM). The optimum energy mix model 

for Poland until 2060, prepared by KPRM, estimates the offshore potential at 14 GW. The draft of PEP 

2050 also lacks a link between OWFs and economic benefits (profits for the State, new job-places, greater 

innovativeness of the national economy, tapping into the potential of the Polish industry and promotion 

of Polish technological solutions). The government chose the energy production unit price as the basic 

criterion to develop the energy mix, which is an inadequate approach. It is necessary to consider a range 

of other factors, incl. environmental, social and economic benefits of a given technology. 

4. Until 2016, conventional power stations in Poland will close plants with total capacity of over 6 GW, until 

2020 – 9.1 GW, and until 2030 – over 22 GW – nearly 70% of the current capacity. It is expected that the 

energy demand will increase by 40% until 2030, compared with 2010. Offshore wind energy is capable of 

filling this gap to some extent.  



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – REGIONS 

OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY - THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE POLISH COASTAL AREAS: A ROADMAP 

 

Speakers 

• Foundation for Sustainable Energy – Maciej Stryjecki, President (MODERATOR) 

• Senate – Kazimierz Kleina, Senator 

• Pomorskie Province Marshal Office – Tadeusz Żurek, Energy Manager 

• Maritime Office in Słupsk – Tomasz Bobin, Director 

• Darłowo – Arkadiusz Klimowicz, Mayor 

• MS TFI S.A. – Piotr Słupski, President  

• General Directorate for Environmental Protection – Michał Kiełsznia, Director  

• Polenergia S.A. – Michał Michalski, Business Development Director  

• Alstom Power – Henryk Baranowski, Business Development Director 

• Polish Wind Energy Association – Wojciech Cetnarski, President 

 

Conclusions 

1. 2021 is a viable deadline for the completion of the first offshore wind farms. Subsequent ones can emerge 

after 2025 as long as the necessary support is provided. 

2. The first projects will benefit the economy of Poland and seaside areas: EUR 700-1,100m until 2026 – 

direct added value at the construction stage of first offshore wind farm investments; EUR 90m per year – 

the operating costs of wind farms, incl. EUR 32m for employee remuneration. 

3. Fishermen have expressed their concern with respect to difficulties in reaching important fisheries 

situated north of the investments planned around Słupsk Bank, as well as interference with areas that 

play a role in keeping the fish population levels high. To address these concerns, the investor has declared 

its readiness to talk to fishermen and work out adequate solutions together. 

4. Polish companies are active on the European offshore wind energy market and ready to work on the 

domestic market, which might lead to a drop in costs related to the economies of scale. 



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – ENVIRONMENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SPATIAL DETERMINANTS OF OFFSHORE WIND FARM AND MARITIME TRANSMISSION 

INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATION  

 

Speakers 

• Foundation for Sustainable Energy – Maciej Stryjecki, President (MODERATOR) 

• Regional Directorate for Environmental Protection in Gdańsk – Hanna Dzikowska, Director  

• Maritime Office in Gdynia – Andrzej Cieślak, Main Specialist  

• ABB Sp. z o.o. – Grzegorz Okrasa, Director 

• PSE S.A. – Włodzimierz Mucha, Director of the System Development Department 

• Królak i Wspólnicy – dr Liwiusz Laska LL.M., Lawyer 

 

Conclusions 

1. An increasing number of investments at sea, incl. wind farms, pipelines and hydrocarbon exploration, 

results in spatial conflicts which are stronger than ever. It is particularly important to ensure long-term 

protection of mineral deposits, without discriminating other ways of using marine areas. It is necessary to 

work out new solutions that allow co-existence of different on-sea operations. Experience of some 

investors has shown that it is possible to do that. 

2. Construction of 6 GW wind farms requires new and properly coordinated solutions which ensure safe 

delivery of energy, lower costs and connection with foreign electrical energy systems. Technical solutions 

are already available. The key issue, however, is cooperation between the transmission network operator 

and investors, thanks to which marine grid can be extended step by step as new projects emerge. 

3. Cumulative impact might turn out to be a factor which determines the possibility to build offshore wind 

farms in a given location. While individual projects might not have a huge environmental impact, 

cumulative impact is likely to be a significant environmental challenge. Thus, every new offshore wind 

farm will have to assess its impact along with that of the existing farms.  

  



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE – THE WAY TO OFFSHORE WIND ENERGY COMPETITIVENESS 

 

Speakers 

• Siemens Wind Power A/S – Jesper Nielsen, Sales Director – Offshore (MODERATOR) 

• Stiftung OFFSHORE-WINDENERGIE – Dennis Kruse, Director 

• The Carbon Trust – Rhodri James, Analyst 

• DONG Energy – Morten Frederiksen, Project Development Department Manager 

• KIC InnoEnergy – Emilien Simonot, Renewable Energies Technology Officer 

• Polish Wind Energy Association – Dagmara Żygowska, Deputy President 

 

Conclusions 

1. European offshore wind energy sector is growing steadily, forming a new and promising market. The 

European Wind Energy Association (EWEA) predicts that the capacity of offshore wind farms in Europe 

will reach 40 GW in 2020 and 150 GW in 2030. 

2. Rapid growth of offshore wind energy in certain countries, such as the United Kingdom, Germany and 

Denmark, justifies positive assumptions concerning reduced costs of investment implementation in these 

countries. 

3. In Denmark, one third of electrical energy comes from offshore and onshore wind farms. Despite high 

costs at the start, it is now the cheapest available energy. 

4. Countries which have decided to develop the offshore wind energy sector (e.g. Denmark) expect the costs 

of this technology to drop significantly, which translates into lower electricity bills for end-users. The UK 

government anticipates a 30% decrease in the costs of OWFs until 2020. In Germany, the costs of offshore 

projects are expected to fall by 32-39%. 

5. Results of a report published in June 2014 by KIC InnoEnergy (“Future costs of renewable energy: offshore 

wind energy”) show that the influence of innovation upon offshore wind energy may lead to a 27% drop 

in energy costs within a 10-year perspective.  

6. Cost reduction potential analyses (in all countries where they have been conducted) show that stable 

political background is the key to lower expenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – LAW 
LEGAL ASPECTS OF OFFSHORE INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT – OFFSHORE WIND FARMS, TRANSMISSION 

INFRASTRUCTURE, INDUSTRY 

 

Speakers 

• Baltic Power sp. z o.o. – Krzysztof Kidawa, Legal Expert (MODERATOR) 

• Senate – Kazimierz Kleina, Senator 

• Parliament (Sejm) – Cezary Olejniczak, MoP 

• Maritime Office in Gdynia – Andrzej Cieślak, Main Specialist  

• Polenergia S.A. – Michał Michalski, Business Development Director 

• K&L GATES – dr Karol Lasocki, Legal Advisor 

• Królak i Wspólnicy – Sylweriusz M. Królak, Legal Advisor, former Judge of the State Tribunal 

• Foundation for Sustainable Energy – Maciej Stryjecki, President 

• Polish Wind Energy Association – Wojciech Cetnarski, President 

 

Conclusions 

1. New legal solutions pertaining to OWFs are necessary, and so is the continuation of the government’s 

current policy. The actions taken thus far have made it possible to issue a few dozen 

permits to erect and exploit artificial islands, installations and equipment in Polish maritime areas (PSZW). 

Payments for nine PSZWs have been made, supplying PLN 104m to the State. 

2. Legal regulations act as the main barrier for first OWFs. It is indispensable to change the validity period of 

a PSZW by adjusting it to projects’ actual schedules and connection terms. One of the potential solutions 

is to equip the Act on Renewable Energy Sources with provisions dedicated to those OWF projects whose 

investors have paid for PSZW, and to amend the Act on Marine Areas of the Republic of Poland and 

Maritime Administration as a solution for the remaining projects. This idea was backed by the politicians 

attending the discussion. 

3. If no solutions eliminating the current legal defects are introduced, the investors who have paid for PSZW 

might demand that the government should return the fees. 

4. Promotion of the cheapest energy sources as part of the auction system fails to account for indirect 

benefits (development of the industry, new job-places, etc.) offered by some innovative technologies. It is 

highly recommended to consider a system which would have a separate category for more expensive 

technologies with a large positive impact upon the economy and vast cost reduction potential. 



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – INDUSTRY 

SUPPLY CHAIN – POSSIBILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE POLISH INDUSTRY 

 

Speakers 

• Polish Wind Energy Association – Dagmara Żygowska, Deputy President (MODERATOR) 

• Zachodniopomorskie Province Marshal Office – dr hab. Wojciech Drożdż, Deputy Marshal 

• Pomorskie Province Marshal Office – Tadeusz Żurek, Energy Planning Department Director 

• Bilfinger Mars Offshore Sp. o.o. – Dr Marek Los, Design and Development Director 

• EY – Kamil Baj, Manager 

• GSG Towers Sp. z o.o. – Zbigniew Zakrzewski, Trade Director 

• Energomontaż-Północ Gdynia Sp. z o.o. – Dominik Sychowski, Area Manager 

• Morska Agencja Gdynia Sp. z o.o. – Michał Śmigielski, Development Director 

• MS TFI S.A. – Andrzej Rodziewicz, Strategy and Development Advisor 

 

Conclusions 

1. Considerable growth of the offshore wind energy sector is a great chance for the Polish economy, as well 

as the national shipbuilding and seaport industries in which Poland boasts vast experience. Polish 

businesses have been showing their strength and determination for years, securing profitable contracts in 

the offshore market, and producing ships, towers, foundations, platforms and equipment for foreign 

OWFs. 

2. Further growth of the Polish companies which supply offshore projects with the necessary equipment will 

benefit seaside areas and result in lower costs of investments carried out in Poland. These opportunities 

can be seized if legal changes are introduced, making it possible to invest in offshore wind energy in 

Poland. 

3. The value of the European offshore wind energy in Poland is EUR 80bn and continues to rise. The sector’s 

growth means a chance for Polish shipyards which feature convenient location, qualified staff and 

equipment resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – TECHNOLOGY 

OFFSHORE TECHNOLOGY 

 

Speakers 

• Polish Offshore Wind Energy Society – Mariusz Witoński, President (MODERATOR) 

• Siemens Wind Power A/S – Jesper K. Nielsen, Sales Director – Offshore 

• GSG Towers Sp. z o.o. – Adam Kowalski, Deputy President  

• StoGda Ship Design & Engineering Sp. z o.o. – Tomasz Świątkowski, Project Manager 

• CTO/Forum Przemysłu Offshore – Leszek Wilczyński, Research and Development Director 

 

Conclusions 

1. Offshore wind energy is witnessing rapid technological progress which covers a wide range of elements – 

the structure and technology of wind turbines, solutions adopted for transport, installation, operation 

and maintenance, as well as energy transmission from the sea to the mainland. The pace of growth 

results from the fact that the sector is still at a relatively early stage of development. It is also driven by 

the market demand for solutions which allow companies to install turbines with increasingly high unit 

power, located within increasingly large wind farms, at increasingly deep waters and increasingly far away 

from the mainland. 

2. As a result of the offshore technology growth which is a response to the aforesaid needs, new 

technological developments continue to emerge. The most important include the market launch of 

another generation of offshore wind turbines with capacity of ca. 6 MW and direct-drive permanent 

magnet generators, which have set new standards in terms of productivity and reliability. Over the 

upcoming years, they are bound to become the most popular structures on the sea. 

3. Over the past two years, reduction in costs of energy generated on the sea has become one of the key 

factors determining potential further dynamic growth of the offshore wind energy market. It is necessary 

to ensure a drop in investment and operational expenses by up to 30% within the next 5-6 years. This 

poses a huge challenge for suppliers of technological solutions and services in the offshore wind energy 

sector, contributing to more intense design and R&D works. 

4. The Polish shipbuilding sector, which features a number of experienced design companies, has been 

providing the European offshore wind energy market with advanced jack-up vessels for the construction 

of wind farms for several years now. Contracts are worth EUR 150-200m each. The most recent vessel, 

Vidar, was completely designed by a Polish entity, Sto-Gda, and made in Crist dockyard. Further growth of 

the offshore energy segment is bound to drive demand for such items which stand a chance of becoming 

Poland’s flagship products. 

5. Given the above, it is important for the offshore segment to be considered as the so-called “smart 

specialization” of Polish seaside areas with respect to EU development policies until 2020, which would 

make it possible to secure substantial financial resources for R&D works aimed at creating technological 

solutions that can be implemented by Polish companies and shipbuilding sector. 

  



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – WIND TESTS 
DESIGN OF AN OFFSHORE MEASUREMENT CAMPAIGN 

 

Speakers 

• Polenergia S.A. – Michał Michalski, Business Development Director (MODERATOR) 

• AXYS Technologies – Graham Howe, Sales Director 

• Oldbaum Services – Andy Oldroyd, Technical Director 

• Green Giraffe Energy Bankers – Barbara Zuiderwijk, Director 

• DNV GL – Detlef Stein, Deputy Offshore Department Manager 

• Foundation for Sustainable Energy – Mariusz Wójcik, President – Board Member 

 

Conclusions 

1. Rapid progress in the wind measurement technology, especially floating LIDAR devices, opens new 

possibilities to conduct cheaper and more flexible wind measurement campaigns. For first Polish OWF 

projects, that could mean complete lack of the requirement to build expensive met masts. 

2. The use of met masts will be increasingly less frequent due to the development of new and less expensive 

technologies. However, the presence of single masts in the areas with the largest concentration of wind 

farms, e.g. Słupsk Bank, might contribute to greater credibility and a smaller margin of error, which is 

important for financial institutions in the decision-making process. The masts can also be used for the 

purposes of marine environment monitoring.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT 

OFFSHORE CONFERENCE! 

 

 

 


