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BEIF 2018 in numbers

• 211 participants representing 140 national and international companies and institutions, including:

• investors,

• maritime industry representatives,

• experts, 

• representatives of non-governmental organisations,

• representatives of the government, parliament and local governments,

• embassy representatives.

• 2 days of discussions:

• 5 thematic sessions and in them: 

• 5 expert debates, 

• 2 Oxford debates,

• 50 speakers,

• 10.5 h of networking.

• gala dinner with 130 guests.



Main conclusions Energy mix 2030 
according to FNEZ

13%
OWF

1. Energy investments in the Baltic Sea should have a key role in the process of modernisation of the Polish energy sector and
reindustrialisation of the Polish economy in the years 2020-2030.

1. The Baltic Pipe offshore gas pipeline and the expansion of the LNG Terminal will ensure long-term security of natural
gas supply in a quantity allowing for the development of gas energy, which will ensure the system's flexibility necessary
for a greater share of unstable RES sources.

2. Cross-border offshore power grids can play a crucial role in the integration of the Baltic energy market, ensuring energy
supply in times of possible power shortages, and increase the capacity of offshore wind farms to receive and balance
Energy.

3. Offshore wind farms can provide between 4 and 6 GW of capacity in the national system until 2030 and 8 GW in 2035,
ensuring C02 reduction, increase of RES use and providing a stable source of energy.

2. Offshore energy is a driving force of the Polish economy and a tool for reindustrialisation of the Polish maritime industry.
Poland can become a leader in the supply of components and ships for the construction and servicing of energy investments in the
Baltic Sea. Polish seaports can be used as construction, service and maintenance centres for offshore wind farms in the southern
Baltic Sea. Nearly 80,000 jobs may be created in the Polish offshore energy industry.

3. Poland will not use its opportunity to develop modern offshore energy, create energy security, modernise Polish energy
industry based on offshore investments and build a new economic sector of the "offshore energy industry", unless appropriate,
cross-party political decisions are made in 2018 and specific executive measures are taken to ensure the attractiveness of the
Polish market and its competitiveness in the global market.



Main postulates

1. Preparation and adoption by the Government the economic programme "National Programme for Offshore Wind
Energy", which specifies the potential, political and economic objectives in scope of offshore energy and maritime
industry development, as well as tools to achieve them, including tools ensuring appropriate participation of local
benefits in the construction of the supply chain for Polish offshore wind farm projects.

2. Inclusion of 8 GW from offshore wind farms in Poland's energy policy until 2050.

3. Undertaking a political discussion on the legitimacy and possibilities of building Polish and cross-border offshore grids,
with connection points for OWF.

4. Immediate adoption of the amendment to the RES Act containing provisions dedicated to OWF, including
participation in the auction of OWF projects with a valid environmental decision, unification of the validity dates of the
OWF permits with the execution dates resulting from the auction results.

5. Announcement of the auction date for the first OWF projects in 2019 and the next in 2020 and 2021.

6. Starting the process of issuing new connection conditions for offshore wind farms in the years 2019-2020.

7. Launching systemic support for the promotion and development of the potential of Polish companies from the
supply chain for offshore energy investments.



„(...) This year we are starting a new story. It is a story that we want to create with you, our 
partners and our guests. This story will be called the Baltic Energy Industry Forum – BEIF in short!" 

„(...) Let us bring shipyards, sea ports, offshore structures, ships, pipelines and wind turbines to 
Warsaw once a year, and with them, the gigantic energy that you all have! Energy of the Baltic 
Sea!" 

– Maciej Stryjecki, President of the Management Board of the Foundation for Sustainable Energy

Opening Speech



Speeches by Honourable Guests

„(…) The Government supports the development of offshore wind energy. In a short time it will probably be one of the 
main branches of the Polish marine economy, generating technological development and jobs." .”  

– Letter from Mr. Grzegorz Witkowski, Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Marine Economy and Inland 
Navigation, read by Mr. Radosław Murawski

„(…) This is the untold story: Poland is already a part of the Denmark’s global success in the wind power industry. 
So we have a partnership already. There is however a huge untapped potential for taking this partnership to the 
next level. This potential is just waiting to be unleashed if political and regulatory decisions in Poland are made.”

– Ole Egberg Mikkelsen, the Ambassador of Denmark



SESSION I

„Baltic Energy for Poland 2025” – part 1 ENERGY

„(…) in order to build wind farms in the Baltic Sea (...) the next regulatory step 
must be made."

– Jacek Głowacki – Vice-president of the Management Board, Polenergia S.A.



“Offshore road to energy security for Poland” – assumptions of the programme “Baltic Energy 
for Poland 2025”

„(…) What you are trying here with this Baltic cooperation is exactly a first step that the Commission wants to see on our pass to the more and 
more integrated European market (…) From the Commission point of view the cooperation around the Baltic Sea makes a lot of sense and it 
makes a lot of sense also from the Polish perspective (…). There is a lot of potential that you can gain from this.” 

– Klaus-Dieter Borchardt – Director, Internal Energy Market, DG ENERGY, European Commission

„(…) It is certain that something needs to be built after 2025. Even a full modernisation scenario for existing coal-fired power plants to comply 
with new BREFs will not help. (…) 

Definitely, if the share of renewable energy units working unstably continues to increase, we will need more of fast so-called ramps – units 
which are capable of rapid recovery from the state of insertion and to which gas capacities belong first of all.”   

– Eryk Kłossowski – President of the Management Board, Polskie Sieci Elektroenergetyczne S.A.

„(…) In order to implement wind farms in the Baltic Sea and to implement our projects, which are already very advanced, there must be another 
regulatory step taken, which does not exist to this day, that is announcing an auction or at least specifying its date. (...) As Polenergia, we are in 
the offshore project, and we are very determined to implement it. These two most advanced companies have different capital structures, but it is 
important that they both are moving in the same direction. This confirms that it is not a question of private or public capital - it is a question of 
the interests of the country and of a business that is objectively good for the country.”   

– Jacek Głowacki – Vice-president of the Management Board, Polenergia S.A.



“Without a new long-term energy policy and a new regulatory environment, offshore energy 
and  gas will not be developed in Poland”

„(…) For this moment, we are not able to cover all the demand for gas, from outside of the eastern direction. On the other hand, the entire 
Northern Gate construction programme (...), which adds another 15 billion m3 of import capacity from the North, it can be said that security of 
supply, understood as diversification, that is the possibility of obtaining gas from various directions from various partners, both access to the 
Norwegian continental shelf, access to the global LNG market and access to other sources, will be satisfied”

– Aleksander Gabryś – Partner, Leader of Capital Projects in Poland and Central & Southeastern Europe, EY

„(…) Polish Confederation Lewiatan supports the offshore wind development programme for three reasons (...) : it is a good project for energy 
consumers, a good project for employers and employees, a good project (...) because it builds social capital.”   

– Daria Kulczycka – Director of the Department of Energy and Climate Change, Polish Confederation Lewiatan

„(…) I have promised you to set up a Parliamentary Group and that promise has been fulfilled. Today I want to make another promise to you (...) 
that we will try to ensure that the Government adopts the National Programme for the Development of Offshore Wind Energy as soon as 
possible, and this is possible until the end of the year."

– Zbigniew Gryglas – Member of Parliament, Chairman of the Parliamentary Group on Offshore Wind Energy

„Reindustrialisation (...) meaning greater investments in robotization and automation of process - will give us, first of all, the civilisation leap 
which the Prime Minister wants to see, and the increase in the innovativeness of industry. The development of industry related to wind energy, 
including the farms that will be located in the Baltic Sea, will be an excellent match here."

– Robert Dzierzgwa – Director, Development Strategy Department, Ministry of Investment and Economic Development



“Without a new long-term energy policy and a new regulatory environment, offshore energy 
and  gas will not be developed in Poland”

„(…) renewable energy projects are considered as high-risk projects due to unpredictability. (...) It will be helpful if the amendment to the 
Renewable Energy Act will be adopted. It would be an important impulse to receive a firm declaration that this is the legal framework, the 
principles of which we will all adhere to. With this assurance, it would be much easier to get back to discuss the financing of such projects.”

– Maciej Nałęcz – Analyst in the Risk Department mBank, Polish Bank Association Finance Team for RES projects and energy efficiency

„(…) There is great pressure to make technologies increasingly more efficient and cheaper. This gives a good indication that, in fact, energy 
policy or systemic solutions in the long term may play a much smaller role, because the economic calculation will bind these technologies. Of 
course, this is of key importance in the short term (...)." 

– dr Robert Zajdler – Expert, Sobieski Institute

„(…) As far as I know, there is no technology of production of electricity in Poland, where it pays off to create new sources without support. (...) 
Therefore, offshore wind energy is no exception here, and this does not apply only to offshore wind energy, but generally it is the economic 
situation of the energy sector today.”   

– dr Michał Michalski – Member of the Management Board, Polenergia S.A.

„(…) the discussion is not about how much offshore wind we can afford but if we can afford to not develop offshore wind. This becoming a 
discussion about resource that a country has (…) and Poland is one of those countries with very good resources. (…) Without a framework or an 
outlook it becomes very difficult.”   

– Urlik Stridbeak – Senior Director, Ørsted



SESSION II

“Baltic Energy for Poland 2025” – part 2 INDUSTRY

„(…) I would like to challenge us in this room, the Foundation and panellists here 
– let’s not be at the same place next year (…)” 

– Chris Willow – Offshore Business Growth Manager, innogy Renewables UK



„Offshore energy industry – European and Polish specialization”

„(…) Today, we are not able to execute a complete offshore wind farm based only on our domestic potential (...). But we believe that this 
experience that we are gaining at the moment by supplying products to Western markets will pay off (...) when it comes to our activities on the 
Polish market." 

– Jacek Kopczyński – Director Steel Business, MS Towarzystwo Funduszy Inwestycyjnych S.A.

„(…) do not treat local content only as a way of protecting local interests. There is one thing to remember - there is no local content without good 
quality. (...) Local content is not a protection of the private interests of local companies. Local content is meant to build certain elements 
connected with the improvement of the prosperity on market, with the development of jobs, with regional development (...) Local content does 
not mean that we limit the influence of others, but let us create such conditions so that companies can benefit from certain solutions on the 
same terms. However, where possible, we should use the potential of companies in Poland.” 

– Piotr Mirek – I Vice President, Board Member, TELE-FONIKA Kable S.A.

„(…) Poland has everything – there is enough wind, relatively shallow water, already competitive supply chain (…), big maritime industry history, 
good engineers, good technicians, good workers, good everything (…) Unfortunately potential is not enough. From my perspective, what it 
matters is not only potential but also a clear signal that there is a certain will. (…) It’s good that offshore wind for Poland is not only an ideology 
(…) but it is a necessity to fill the certain gap. But it has been said that if we develop the industry than we have an export industry. And sorry to 
said, but it is not true. There is only a very small window of opportunity left to develop this industry (…) so get it done, let’s start!”  

– dr Cord Boeker – Sales Director Offshore, Siemens Gamesa

„(…) There is no turning away from offshore. (...) This will be one of the priorities in the near future – in Parliament, Senate, there is an cross-
party consensus. (...) I think everyone can already see that the potential of Polish offshore companies is enormous.” 

– Kazimierz Kleina – Senator, Vice-chairman of the Parliamentary Group on Offshore Wind Energy



„Polish industry will be the leader of supplies and services for offshore energy investments in 
the Baltic Sea”

„(…) We are looking where are the market opportunities. We are operating in a more global, more open market, and there we see our 
opportunities now. Of course, we will welcome the Polish market warmly when it appears, meanwhile for the time being we gain the competence 
and experience where it can be gained. (...) Competitiveness is mainly built on knowledge, experience and potential. We want to build our market 
position mainly on knowledge, not just on the production potential we have.”

– Arkadiusz Kropidłowski – Sales & Marketing Director, ST3 Offshore Sp. z o.o.

„(…) I think that the key to all this is complementarity, that is complementarity of individual enterprises, as well as complementarity of the 
Szczecinski Centre with the Tricity Centre.”

– Paweł Mawduk – Innovation Committe, GSG Towers Sp. z o.o.

„(…) without logistics and efficient ports we will not build any wind farm. (...) 100% local content is certainly Polish ports.”

– Michał Śmigielski – President of the Board, Morska Agencja Gdynia Sp. z o.o.

„(…) Polish companies, including Polish personnel, are fully prepared to secure and service offshore wind farms in our ports. (...) We are 100% able 
to do it!” 

– Michał Niedźwiecki – General Director, MKM Offshore/SCAT



SESSION III

“Maritime oil and gas sector – future of the Polish economy”

„(…) the market is growing and will need competitive gas prices that are 
predictable, stable and reliable. In this context, we have the Baltic Pipe 
project."

– Paweł Jakubowski – Director of the Development Division, Gas 
Transmission Operator GAZ-SYSTEM S.A.



„The role of gas in modernization of the Polish energy sector” 

„(…) We can see that there is still a lot to do and we are doing everything we can, so that as consumers we could think only about how to use this 
gas, which will be available at the best possible price.”

– Paweł Pikus – Deputy Director, Department of Oil and Gas, Ministry of Energy

„(…) Our ambition is to create the infrastructure that will de facto enable you to select the market. (...) The whole concept of the North Gate, 
which we have been discussing for a long time, is based on the idea of connecting new independent, competitive sources of gas to the Polish gas 
system in order to create a mechanism of competition between sources.” 

– Paweł Jakubowski – Director of the Development Division, Gas Transmission Operator GAZ-SYSTEM S.A.

„(…) Some internal and external factors will influence how the energy mix is shaped. (...) Two segments are being developed to fill this mix. The 
first one is the gas sector, in which for a few years there has been a "policy" – we know what needs to be done and it is done. Similarly, only with 
less impulse, less spectacularly, maritime projects and offshore projects are being developed. The combination of electricity from gas sources 
balancing offshore sources is one of the simplest and not the most expensive solutions that will be available.”

– Marcin Roszkowski – President of the Board, Jagiellonian Institute

„(…) How can the energy system cooperating with wind farms, including offshore farms, be stabilized most effectively? There are proven 
solutions in the world – so-called hybrid farms. So a wind farm cooperating with some additional elements – the simplest are gas engines or gas 
turbines (...). There is a good synergy between the stabilization of the system and the construction of cogeneration facilities, which on the one 
hand produce electricity for the stabilization of wind farm production, and on the other hand will be able to secure the heating needs of 
individual towns, including the coastal area.” 

– Andrzej Kiełbik – Analyses Section Manager, PGNiG Gazoprojekt S.A.



SESSION IV

“Offshore wind energy in the Baltic Sea – where are we heading?”

„(…) we should strive to implement all possible regulations to open up 
this direction." .” 

– Mirosław Skowron – Advisor to the Management Board of KGHM/ 
President of the Board, PeBeKa S.A.



„How to transform the potential of offshore energy into offshore wind farms”

„(…) we will certainly have to make further changes to our regulations for the 2020-2030 perspective, as we already know. "(...) I think there is no 
turning away from offshore. Regardless of whether the rate will be 27 or 35, binding or not, if we want to further develop RES, it will certainly be 
time for the offshore.”

– Paweł Puacz – Counsel, Head of Energy and Natural Resources, Clifford Chance, Janicka, Krużewski, Namiotkiewicz i wspólnicy Sp.k.

„(…) Today, the project cannot be carried out in a certain optimal time frame. That is because, firstly, we have a very changing regulatory 
environment, (...) secondly, this is the situation concerning auctions – we do not know when and whether the auctions will take place and for 
what capacity. (...) So if there would be a clear situation when – with a calendar of planned auctions and their volumes – then the projects are 
carried out in a completely different time frame.”

– dr Michał Michalski – Member of the Management Board, Polenergia S.A.

„(…) I believe that if we make a decision now, investors will be able to build business cases on the basis of those technologies that are now 
available and sell energy at reasonable prices. If we will wait, we will lose several years again. From the point of view of big, global corporations 
it will not be a heavy loss (...) but from the point of view of Polish industry it will be a threat. (…) Let us not wait.” 

– Paweł Przybylski – President of the Board, Siemens Gamesa Renewable Energy Sp. z o.o.

„(…) We should strive to implement all possible regulations to open up this direction. We will lack power at some point (...) and we know at which 
point, because it is strictly defined. And that's the right direction, looking at the windiness that is indicated – it seems there's no way back today 
from this technology.”

– Mirosław Skowron – Advisor to the Management Board of KGHM/ President of the Board, PeBeKa S.A.



„International cooperation as a basic condition for the implementation of offshore wind farms in 
Poland”

„(…) when it comes to the technology of laying foundations and other steel elements, we do not need any support. (...) We can do this, but it does 
not mean that we will not cooperate with Europe or with the world.”

– President of the Board, Energomontaż-Północ Gdynia S.A.

„(…) the industry in Poland is far more advanced than what is currently being discussed. (…) we should not talk so much about big companies 
coming over and helping here – it’s all about people. It’s knowledge because it’s cutting edge technology (…) so this knowledge need to travel 
from person to the next person. It’s very difficult to build it up yourself. So there is a lot of reasons why offshore makes sense especially in Poland.”

– Udo Schneider – Dyrektor, Green Giraffe

„(…) as far as offshore work is concerned – research and installation work – cooperation will be inevitable. (...) Another challenge we face on a 
daily basis is the fact that this market is only emerging and not very developed. The middle management, the specialists, do not have the 
opportunity to gain experience in Poland – they often go West to gain such experience, which is often associated with the outflow of these 
resources.”

– Paweł Weiner – President of the Board, MEWO S.A.

„(…) we certainly see a lot of experience in Poland but bringing some international experience to Poland – I think it is quite important.”

– Mikael Kamp Sørensen – Head of Department, Ecology & Environment, DHI



Final Thanks

„Today, there are no more arguments for not developing offshore wind energy in Poland. There is also no time 
for a longer debate when and how to develop it - it is high time to work out quick solutions that will 
transform this huge potential into concrete benefits for the Polish power industry, Polish industry, Polish 
society and the environment. 

I would like to express my thanks to all those who took part in the preparation of the first edition of BEIF, took 
part in the debates, as well as to all those who have been tirelessly conducting the narrative promoting the 
Polish offshore energy industry for years. I can see the results of our efforts and I am sure that next spring, 
during the second edition of BEIF, we will be much closer on our way to building the first offshore wind farm 
in Poland, with components supplied by our domestic industry.”

– Maciej Stryjecki – President of the Management Board, the Foundation for Sustainable Energy
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Conference Bureau
Foundation for Sustainable Energy
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02-703 Warsaw
biuro@beif.pl
+48 (22) 412 24 92

http://www.fnez.pl/

